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•mwruvg' Fights Twiulhuriunisn, iriih—Totnlitiirhmism! 



l Curtain Countries have for long now hecn conducting 
□ ival propaganda trials of highly-placed administrative 
i accused < unff* in these well-run States* of course* enn- 
rbciug agents of Western imperialism* A similar drive 
aiding momentum m the western world—against the 
Russian Imperialism. We have had many occasions 
tenting on the witch hunt antics of patriotic American 
feS* dnd the more genteel civil service purge in Britain, 
rs vrc 'drew attention to the advantages a government 
Jraws from such fulminatiuns against the ‘"enemy with- 
I his agents within, in the silencing of criticism and the 
^P of a besieged mentality. We shall see that the 
[ Right derive advantage from the confusion in progressive 
I feintiIs when it is proposed legally to ban the Com- 
'arty. It is time to think through one's conceptions of 
"one* again* and to arrive at a wider, more profound 
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iflimt the Com- 
Ing jMknsidercd on 
wide £eale. The Conscr- 
j,. govern me fit of Australia 
ban and expropriate 
—gnmimsE Party.^ Dr, 
has^.similar plans in South 
, jMao Arthur and the 
administration in Japan 
the sania lines. The 
V government has asked for 
to co-operate 
; the entry of known 
The French Gov- 
packed Communist 
Citric from the 
of the Atomic 
*itni. Lord 
his Labour 
Deakin. are 
the warpath 
pkraturs. 

Malt; hu*e gone 
Jferalifl in the 
^makv illegal the 
and its afb Li sl¬ 
ut fits* and lo appropriate‘ 
funds- fntrudueing the 
, Prime Minister Mcnzies de¬ 
ed I hat “vre are not at peace 
the Soviet, except in a 
hnical sense/* During the list 
ami-militarist anarchists 
to point out that the “war 
to safeguard freedom” had oh- 
Hperufted many haird-wort political 
and civil liberties? m the cold 
war against Russia it i* clear that 
he democracies are moving 
#er to ibC iutalitarian concepts 
Communism. 

The Menzics BiTl ha> caused 
I split in the political and Trade 
Jft Lon sections of the Australian 
abour Party, the former being 
airily— in favour* the latter 
lainst it. Bui the Labour Party 
a ho in a dilemma over its 
bnding with public opinion— 
very antt-Communist in 
tfruliii. It is torn between hi 
reticflJ adhesion to principles 
freedom, it* d«i« «° 

political rival* M“ the 
ntuiiur. and it* /““dm* 
ihe electorate. The ««“*« 
Ao.traiian Torlea have OV««> 
wn the dragon’* teeth w* “* 
ranks of their political , 

■aries, and will gain poIdJJCtf 
capital from their gnri-Com- 
cnunisi move* 

C farms of Justice 
But the Tribune points 
another aspect, which is really 
the most important one. "Think¬ 
ing Australians.** their leader 
writers declare* “have noticed 
with alarm that on both sides of 
ihc political arena the funda¬ 


mental issue of British justice, 
that a man is innocent until he 
is proved guilty* has been 
ignored, , * /' 

This gets nearer to the central 
issue. The real challenge of 
Communist infiltration is not 
that of meeting it on what are 
basically its own terms; but the 
challenge it makes to the 
western conceptions of freedom* 
Anti-Communist legal measures 
may or may not be effective in 
the political sphere, but the fact 
that they are put forward in 
these forms exposes the limita¬ 
tions of democratic liberty and 
its illusory nature. 

mt PAGE FOUR 


FAC’TN O.Y THE II EC K .Y T HOCK NTH IKE 

Dirty Work by Deakin 

S OME very interesting facts have come to light following Lhdr circulation 
by the London Pori workers’ Committee. They arc facts which could. 


presumably, have been discovered by any competent reporter of the daily 
press, but which have been no mote than hinted at, to our knowledge* in 
all the thousands of words which have been published on the dock strikes, 
its causes and effects. 

First of all it becomes perfectly 
clear that if there is any one man on 
whom the blame for the dispute can 
be fairly placed, h is Arthur Deakin, 
secretary of the Transport & General 
Workers" L union. 

Secondly, the General Executive 
Council of that union is shown to be 
completely dishonest in that it canted 
a decision to apply in retrospect to 
cover an “offence” after it had 
happened. 

Echo of Last Year’s Strike 

The Committee peine out briefly that 
this year's strike goes back in it* origins 
IO last year's dispute when Lpndoit 


dockers refused lo blackleg on the 
Canadian Seamen’s Union {Freedom, 
23/7/49), whereon they were locked out 
by die employers. That dispute ended and 
the men wectl back EO work art the usual 
conditions oi novictimiration., and shortly 
afterwards a London Docks Delegate Con¬ 
ference was held, where the whole 
dispute was discussed, 

Deakin’s Threat 

The Committee’s circular continues: 

“In the coarse of the Conference dis¬ 
cussion, Bco. A. Deakin, General Secre¬ 
tary. T.Q. & W,U. said to Bro. E. 
Dickens: T will have you pm out of die 
Branches, off the Committees, and of the 
industry'.' 

*'$i\ months later, on the 2ftIh Jan., 


WOMEN’S KOYCOTT KEEPS 
DOWN PRICES 


\\TE once heard it claimed during a debate, by a spokesman for the 
If Smallest Party in Great Britain, that the boycott is a useless weapon. 
He said the same about everv other form of direct action, as a matter of 
fact, but after all. when the party line demands that you ignore fact in 
favour of the fictions of your theory, a certain amount of menial aberration 
becomes inevitable. 


Brieflv, the argument he used was: 
“Why should people go without The 
things they want? They have to do 
without quite enough already 1” 

Now this argument is so trans¬ 
parent and short-sighted that we 
fanev ive are wasting space in dealing 
with it, for very' obviously the 
economic boycott is pur into operation 
precisely so ihji people shall not go 
without the things they need. 

If. by the boycott, prices are kept 
down to a level all can afford, plainly 
the action has resulted in more 
people getting the things they need. 
The iigumenE continued: "The 
capitalist class can afford to sit back 
and wait for the people to gei tired 
of going without. The pool workers 
cannot hope to bring economic pres¬ 
sure to bear on the rich capitalists," 
Curnfulisis tire Competitive 
This is a typical Marxist argument 
in that it Icoks on sender , as con- 
sisilng of classes and not of indi¬ 
viduals, and regards those classes as 
being much more united than they 
really are By ther vers nature, 
capitalists are competitive, and are 
dvided among themselves by their 
various functkns as buvers or sellers 
aa well as by their different levels 
0 f wealth—and therefore different 
powers of r;siiucc: to economic 

^^While it is true tba' the lam 
manufacturer may be able to sit 
back and force the public to come to 
him on his own terms, even sicking 
his employee* to reduce his over¬ 


heads during the period of boycott, 
this does not apply to the small shop¬ 
keeper, who may run his shop on his 
own or with only his family to help 
him, or if he has a small staff, is on 
personal terms with his workers. The 
vast majority of retail shops are still 
small family businesses, and the con¬ 
tinual turnover of trade and public 
custom is of vital importance—a 
week's takings mean a Jot in a small 
capital. And even in the big dis¬ 
tributive combines the situation is 
not dissimilar. Every branch manager 
in ihc Home and Colonial, Lipton’s, 
Peart's, International, Sain hurt's or 
the Co-op has to make his branch pay 
every week, probably works on com¬ 
mission, and* though he can sack his 
staff more cold-bloodedly* is jus' as 
concerned as the private tradesman 
to see the public coming through hi a 
door. 

Thus the threat of a boycott u 3 
very real and much feared one to ihc 
distributive trades. 

Suoceu in Practice 

In two trades recently we have had 
examples of successful boycott. VI hen 
price control was taken off fish last 
month ]subsidies were removed as a 
Government economy measure) the 
immediate and predictable result was 
a considerable increase in price, 
50 per cent, and even 100 per cent, 
more was promptly asked for all 
grades, but the fish stayed on the 
slab Housewives, to their credit* just 
would not buy, and within a week 
price* had fallen to below their pre¬ 


viously controlled level And, in 
soxe peculiar way which we have not 
ye; seen properly explained* the 
quality of fish available bfesme much 
better, too. 

Suddenly realising their strength, 
housewives have now turned their 
attention to vegetables. Beginning in 
Shrewsbury, and rapidly spreading to 
Yorkshire* Merrevside, Nottingham 
and other areas, Housewives’ Associa¬ 
tions are supporting a deiermined 
boycott of high-priced vegetables— 
w ith the blessing of the Minister of 
Food, who is desperately trying to 
reduce the unpopularity of his 
Ministry- Retail trade associations 
have accused him of making political 
capital out of a shortage of vegetables 
caused by last summer's drought, but 
the fact is that if the wives keep it 
up, the distributors have "had it”. 

Vegetable prices are obviously a 
racket, anyway. In London, three 
markets the Borough, Spitalfields and 
Govern Garden* supply the whole 
metropolis with fruit, flowers and 
vegetables, Prices are bound to be 
fairly standard throughout the three 
on any given dav. Yet in middle- 
class areas of London, for goods of 
equal quality P prices are invariably 
25—per ecru. above those in 
working-c’ass districts. In middle- 
class Hampstead, for instance, 
tomatoes arc now a/- per lb,, while 
in neighbouring Camden Town or 
Kilburn, thev are 1/6 or 1/4* 

Which simply means that the 
retailer charges what he ihinks he can 
get, and shows that retail prices ire 
quite artificial and have no connection 
with production costs. Let’s hope the 
hou rewives show that there is nothing 
artificial in their resistance, and that 
when our political masters for their 
own purposes remove subsidies, the 
direct act on of the people can keep 
down the cost of living. 


1950. S dockers were summoned to an 
enquiry a| Transport Hpuse regarding 
their action* a* member* of Use Fort- 
workers Lock Out Committee and con¬ 
tributors lo the FCTlwcrk.cn' rank -and- 
file newspaper, Pwtworktrs’ JVVefj. 

“The Committee at rhe enquiry re- 
commended that 3 brothers* Dicken*, 
Constable and Saunders, be expelled from 
the Union; 4 brothers, K:rby* Dash* 
Mamey and Bloomberg, be not allowed to 
bold any office in the Ufjwm; and I 
brother* T, Cronin* be named as to bi* 
future conduct. 

iL Thc Commute recommended TO the 
General Executive Council of the Union 
that that body should declare the Pori- 
workers' Committee to be a subversive 
body as the basis for their upholding of 
the decision* of the Committee in respect 
of the eight men. 

"On March 7th* (950. the G.E.C, de¬ 
clared that they viewed the Porawurfcerx* 
Committee as being a subversive body, 
and on [hose grounds endorsed ihe 
decision of the enquiry. 

“In other words* therefore* the Fon- 
workeiV Committee wa* not held to be a 
subversive body until March 7th, accord¬ 
ing to the Union, but nevertheless, the fc 
Brothers had been expelled and vir::mired 
as irom January 26ih* which was lw<> 
month* before (he G.E.C .had declared! 
thar io their opinion the Ponwcrkcri* 
Committee wst a subversive bod*'. 

“On examination of such facts* n it 
clear that those Brother* should never 
have been charged on January 2ftth wjtfc 
being member* of a subversive body 
which* up until ihcij* had not been 
declared such by the G EjC. of the 
Union, and therefore no grounds mtB& 
then few such an enquiry, let alone 


Union Methods 

All this may be id eye-opener 10 many 
no: engaged in trade union activity. If 
h an example of The amount of intrigue 
and misuse of influence possible withitt 
a union, against which the workers have 
no redrew but to strike, then finding 
themselves faced with the use of troops 
bv the government, htghlv moral indigna¬ 
tion fitffli their union offibals, and threat* 
of the sack from the Dock Labour Board. 

Wh*i a set-up: Small wonder, then, 
Uial there n a iwmg ,», y ^ 

Transport Si General Workers' Union on 
the part of the dockers, and that some 
ate already ioiaing the smaller Steve¬ 
dores', a Dockers' Union, apparently in the 
hope that* be nB smaller* it mill represcsr 
them more faithfully. 

JLiiId a Syndicate 

There is a certain advantage in the 
docker* mining the smaller union. At 
lent it i* a mroft consisting entirely of 
Fon workers The Transport & General 
is simply a huge amalgum of any cLasa 
of workers from grave-diggers to sewing 
machine mechanics — and many clinct 
cannot even hate a representative on the 
Executive Council. 

BUT the Stevedores’ and D<xAm‘ » 
*Bd! an or dinar*' trade union in structure, 
and there seem* nothing TO prevent it 
going the same way as any other union* 
should IE grow large and rhe officials be¬ 
come powerful and "well in" with iy 
entoloyers and the Government. 

Why cannot the dockers now create ■ 
ne» organisation, learning from their 
experience* and keeping S |] control »felv 
in The hinds of The rank-and-file ? Let 
them realise that in syndicalism lies ibp 
key to rail "industrial democracy" and 
thn only an organisation on syndicalist 
lines gives the workers the strength, 
flexibility of action and poniltituy c f 
realising the dignity of labour. 

And—oh yet, 1 nearly forgot_a* an 

interns mesrora, Deakin must go! F.S*. 
















Free Unions anti 

Free 


citiM* «n* confurion about the 
1 [erffo irrt uroMi" and “free love 1 ”, 
tv anirJust movement bat always been 
...njtfJ lo tJ* idea that men and women 
Ttji^ fnx t. their sexual partnerships 
v™ ndrtK on the sancuon of Church and 
State, and that ihev should submit to 
JtuV urterfereTKC in their relationships. 

'I bere b»* been, however, a fairly wide 
j,v'crrencf n( opution as to whil forms of 
iemk ] relationships are practicable and 
dttimhk both non and in a freer form 
cf social organization 

Some advocate* of "free union ' simply 
metn that mintages should be contracted 
xuihout anv religious ceremony or legal 
jccistralion' Such illegitimate marriages 
htse met with the hostility of the 
Malta and have been dubbed as 
■ living in viT *nd ''immoral liaison’'; in 
the face of this hostility some of the 
united couples hive gone on the defensive 
and have tried to jwfify their unhallowed 
union bv having recourse to the moral 
« Dek-in-irsde oi their detractors. They 
hav,’ declared that thrir “free union" is 
more moral, more strictly monogamous, 
more dutiful to family ideals, more per- 
mantm thin the average legitimise mar¬ 
riage It is as though, having defied the 
Church and State in one particular, 
they hasten to save their good name by 
embracing the respectable virtues of 
bourgeon sexual morality. To them sev 
remains a dubious thing, only to be 
indulged in when sanctified by many if 5 
and buts; p*rtnu«ency must be stressed, 
xaooagamy affirmed, and duty 10 the 
family unquestioned —ihen they can have 
tn: another’s bodies without the reproach 
of lust. 

Free Love 

The term ‘"free love” must mean what 
it says, H implies love free noi only 
from the strictures of Church and State, 
but free also from the bonds of adult 
prerogative, of monogamy, of hetero- 
sexual conformity, and all the traditional 
taboos of a love-hating society. The fact 
that religious taboos are no longer very 
effective, has made ii necessary for these 
who hate sexuality to look around for 
ether weapons. The first and most 
reasonably effective weapon is the argu¬ 
ment that the stability of the State is 
Sounded on ihe monogamous family pat¬ 
ient and that therefore "free love" is 
u activity which is dangerous to the 
ufety of the State. This is^ of course, 
perfectly true and it must logically force 
Ihe monogamous family pattern an all 
who hold ihe future welfare of ihc insti¬ 
tution of the State dear to their hearts. 


But for those people who have no tender 
regard for the future of that institution, 
repressive arguments have to be 


other 

used. 




The moralists’ next plank » the welfare 
of children What will become of chib 
dmt if people indulge in promiscuous 
relationships? Will they not grow up at 
poor waifs lacking the steady love and 
cam of settled families? Now anyone 
who knows anything about children in a 
practical way, and who ha; an honest 
regard for their happiness (as distinct 
from their moral training), knows that 
this think -of-the-children argument is 
the most specious in the anti-sexual 
armoury. r llit adults who habitually 
thwart, thrash and browbeat the joy of 
life out of children, are precisely those 
adults whose live; are warped by un¬ 
satisfied sexual yearnings. Children's 
happiness and therefore their general well¬ 
being, is largely dependent on the adulu 
who have charge of them, for adults can¬ 
not really Jove and cart for children out 
of duty as the moralist; pretend. 
Thwarted adults may conscientious l v 
try to do their duly by children, but such 
ministrations are poisoned at their source, 
and result in » repressive treatment which 
is aimed at inhibiting the sexuality of the 
children. 

If it were a case of planning adult 
behaviour entirely in the interests of 
child welfare, the cardinal essential would 
be the removal of the monogamous 
Laboo. It is obvious that adults who 
lack the variety of sexual experience that 
they would like to have (even if in their 
secret hearts), in the supposed interests 
of children, arc going 10 exact some com¬ 
pel,; uoTy repayment from the children. 
Too much of childhood is spent in pav¬ 
ing the price which ndults demand for the 
abstinence they hive embraced. 

Oi all the weapons which ire used in 
the campaign against “free love", the 
most emotionally effective is that of sheer 
mud-slinging. Such time-honoured and 
juicy epithet; as tan, dirty old man. 
whoremonger, nancy-boy, nymphomaniac, 
pervert and many less printable epithets 
arc freely rattled off w ith a fine disregard 
for accuracy, to describe those people who 
do not conform to the sexual code of 
the moralists. Against such a barrage of 
hate and fear their is no useful argument- 
Such purity crusaders are the victims of 
the grim and dreary repression of love 
under which our society labours, and 
which only social revolution will eradicate. 

Such a concept as the monogamous 
"free union" cer.ainly differs from the 
concept of "free love". Some moralist; 


who hive little respect for the kg*lit? 
of mam age, are Kill deeply impressed 
N^rgeuis ideal of the firmly. 


by the 


Such ■ one is Alex Comfort, who even 
knds support to ihc idea that jealousy 
bis some salutary function in protecting 
the sanctity of ihc famity Mala test* was 
less definite on the subject; pea lousy 
K«ned to him to be the necessary con¬ 
comitant of love, and this be regretted 
« it rendered lore liable 10 give rise to 
tragic situations, but he pursued the 
subject to no great depths. 

Jealousy and Freedom 

Jealousy we know, tit a powerful factor 
in the crushing of love. To talk of it 
■s having a saluiory effect in love relaikso- 
ships, as Alex Comfort doe*, is surely to 
beg the question. Can the monogamous 
relationship lied together by the bonds 
of jealousy promote health or preserve 
mutual lore? On ihe contrary, the 
jealous person lessens his partner’s rexual 
freedom knowing perfectly well that lie 
sours the love directed towards himself. 
In insisting on the exclusiveness of his 
"rights", he makes what was a free gift 
into a levied tribute, and the outside ob¬ 
jects of his partners’ roving fancy hegin 
to assume an exaggerated importance. He 
knows the bitier love-killing effect of his 
jealousy, yet wilfully destroys his own 
happiness m this morbid passion. 

Sexual jealousy is not ihe necessary 
concomitant of love which Malattsta 
assumed it to be. It is essentially an 
unnatural and morbid phenomenon in a 
species like Man, which is highly social 
and perpetually on heat. Possibly u may 
have some biological justification m 
animals like detr who only come on heat 
once n year and whose sexuality ia 
entirely reproductive. In our society 
sexual jealousy is largely the reflection of 
property relationships — and those who 
own less property tend no guard iheir 
sexual property the more jealously. 
Practically every individual grows up to 
accept the tradition of icalous possession 
before he or she has any actual experience 
outside the family. The young husband 
fears the derisive epithet "cuckold" 
which sniggering society confers an him 
jf |rs w^ife strays. The young wife fears 
the pitying patronage with which the 
neighbours will treat her Lf they can dis¬ 
cover thal her man strays. Marital in¬ 
fidelity is a delirious event for a sex- 
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AUTHORITY 


MEN OF 
Warner. 


STONES by Rex 

( Bud Icy Head, 9/*) 


|N an tge Of social anxiety, it is to be 

expected that ihe novel of ideas should 
flourish and that a whole chorus of fiction 
should echo the doubt? and premonitions 
lbxi obsess the thinking man. Among 
these recorders of crisis and dismay, none 
had been more constant in his discussion 
d the central problem of our time, the 
dilemma oi freedom and authority, than 
Res ^Carnet, and his latest novel, Men 
of Stones, is an extension of this favourite 
theme. 

The action of this novel lies in that 
allegorical ha If- world which Warner has 
already made his own. A country that 
has been crushed hy Kui OCCUBprion and 
tortured hy Civil War Into an iron dictator¬ 
ship it the setting of the story, and us 
iormtdsbic character is the governor of 
ii island prison, who has been consumed 
by a mama for power so intense thai he 


aspires to divinity and dreams of con¬ 
quering the world. To his prisoners he 
promises a liberation in furthering his 
will, and around his actions move the 
fates of the people who come into contact 
with him. A cultured and innocent young 
Englishman goes to the castle to stage a 
unique performance of Kmx Lear on its 
battlements, and falls in ksve with the 
Governor's wife. The Governor's brother, 
who has Spent the war years in a Nazi 
Concentration camp, returns to seek in a 
remote Village a miraculous picture which 
may assure him something beyond the in¬ 
humanity he has witnessed in the past 
years. 

Ihe Governor bums the image, and 
destroys his wife and her lover by giving 
a really deadly twist 10 the performance 
Of Kiiif ietir. Cut his own megalo¬ 
maniac visiun is shattered on the verge of 
fulfilment by a more cunning and worldly 
competitor Yet, as the land again lapses 
into civil war, the Governor’s brother sees 
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even in the burnt picture a symbol of 
hope: 

“What I saw in a moment was that 
ihough people who fed lose and pity may 
be destroyed and though ihc emblems of 
these things may be burnt, the qualities 
them selves really do exist and, in them¬ 
selves, cannot be touched at all. They 
are, in fare (and this was what I wanted 
lid know) part of the Rial world." 

Readers who are familiar with Warner’; 
earlier book, The Aerodrome, will detect 
a dote similarity not only Of ideas hut 
also of pattern between this novel and 
Afe« of S tenet. The power maniac, 
possessed by the illusion that he can give 
freedom through authority, destroying 
those he has loved in ihe pursuit of" his 
aims and dying on the eve of achieve¬ 
ment; the blood relative who represents 
the opposing principle of love, passing 
through the trial; of this underworld and 
rtill discovering that there is something 
beyond brutality and fear; the castle Or 
aerodrome as symbol uf power opposed 
to the village as (he symbol of a natural 
and humane life; ihe final implicit 
vindication of love; all these features are 
repeated, and they seem to constitute 
the recurrent personal myth in which the 
author sets the crisis of nut civilisation 
portrayed — -a myth which owes much 
alike to Kafka and to psychoanalysis. 

But with repetition ihc myth, though 
more facilcly expressed, scents to have 
berome less convincing. The Governor 
h mself is a terrifying figure whose 
justification; of his own conduct make a 
fascinating commentary on the central 
problem of authority, and the atmosphere 
of Gothic monstrosity is admirably 
evoked.. But the level is not always 
maintained- 'I he csMnttahwHisperise of 
the narrative flags, particularly towards 
the end, the device of using the play to 
protect to? tragedy is too closely in the 
melodramatic detective story convention, 
afi.S ih; death of the Governor, at the 
hands of a character not sufficiently in¬ 
to;’rued into ihc main pattern, has a too 
mechanical abruptness. 

Vet, despite these criticisms, Men of 
Stone*,, remains, nest to 1984 and Ape 
end Eintice, the bfii novel ol iUen* to 
come qui of EinglxnU in recent times, and 
’t nmnaini, if it does not rovi'ea**;, 
Warner* staiure as one of ihc best living 
masters of ihe allegorical form, 

GrOfctfr Wooocnc*. 


Fo ve 

starve I communjij to rrrd io, in ^ the 
torture of jalouay w cunadereJ a right 
and proper emotion to *dd fpict to the 
affair Respectable p«pk frtl cheated 
and resentful when a couple do not fed 
jealous of one another’* lUichments; 
thev deem thii to he *err shocking. 

It ts still a fact that rancty m *««*! 
attachments is held to be more mcraJly 
reprehensible in women than m m en 
Centuries of masculine economic Jorntn- 
aoce ltill make it pcsssible for the natural 
roving aexuxlirv of women to be con¬ 
demned out of hand Anv attempt to 
disom the mauer can be effectively 
cheeked m the manner of Dr Johnaon 
who fltated the fixed moralist case tot 
ronciaelr: 

"Mt dear Sir, new accustom tx*w 
mind to mingk rinne and srice. The 
woman'; a whore and ibere T * an end 

on't," 

Men still attempt to lusttfv ihrir 
own variety of attachments, hut fear the 
cuckold's horns. Seldom will a man fact 
up to the fact that if he love; a woman 
who i; attractive, unprejudiced and 


truly fm. « » 
scyun aoUertM d 
m sire, hke « 

tt, if he thmfc* £d b 

take comfort a 
"T ake tb«i no scorn 
Ii wav • ertft ere J 
Thr fatherT father a 
And thy father bore 
There who look fca 
•ocirre and know that 
it Lhentaehrtv. knew he 
trust the accepted mcr 
Thu it true of ill a 
affair*, and m itxt 
morahvit are the moi 
reamrablf. The morbi 
another;’ loTe-lfve; wh 
woulJ a*r u* to feci, 
bealihv living There 
fee mppoiinf that the n 
aexuaJ taboo would be a 
•octetr. because it fist | 
rmp* «f the old rr pres 
the putting of tfietff □ 
if the mci*j ctfe-cmt a j 
revoluriooiry char^ 
Anarchist* are not *tn 
and idle dreamer* 
humaiuts ; what *t 
ii good for ui we put iagM 
wt can id our own lifd 
build up the l 1 pun iJ 
revoluticm. 


Maklmsiaiis — ] 


Though ihtre wax liule spectacular 
progren mack rn the rkxl fifty years but 
this period was to see the slow diffusion, 
of birth control methods mainly a; a 
result of the work of certain social 
reformers who regarded overpopulation ai 
the main cause of poverty, Of these, L>r. 
George Drysdate may be mentioned. Hi* 
influential (bough wordy book EhmrSlt 
of Social Science (it contains 600 pages 
of small prim) ran into J5 English 
editions between 1354 and 1904, beside* 
being translated into 10 European lan¬ 
guages. Mainly concerned with making 
wt the rase against overpopulation, it 
devoted some space iq outlining practical 
methods of birth control. Drysdale w^s 
fir ahead of his time in condemning 
coitus initmptuf, the practice of wiih- 
drawal, for the same reasons which con¬ 
demn it to-diy, “It U," be mftoic, "apt 
to produce nervous disorder and sexual 
cnfeeblement and congestion from ihe 
sudden interruption it gives io the 
venereal act, whose pleasure;, moreover, 
it interferes with." 

Still more remarkable ia the attack be 
made on sexual abstinence as harmful and 
dangerous. "As regards the moral side 
of the question of preventive sexual inter¬ 
course (this is his term for birth control 
practice] "many people have an objection 
to it because, they say T ii in unnaiuml. 
But sexual abstinence is infinitely more 
unnatural, and therefore sinful, that it is 
totally incompatible with health and 
happiness, and produces the most wide¬ 
spread and desolating diseases.” Though 
many people have obscurely felt that ab¬ 
stinence is harmful, few have had tbc 
courage to say so, so forcefully and 
openly, and there have not been wanting 
sea-denying clerici and doctors who 
have dogmatically declared the contrary, 
071 m recent vears his the 
connection between defective sexual gra ti- 
ncauon and certain disorders of health 
Wffun to be investigated, chieffv bv the 
followers of Wilhelm Reich. 

Tht- Rradlnugh-Resant Trial 

Bui m 1877, the quiet stream of birth 
control diffusion suddenly increased to a 
S™ *! 1 cf th= mal of Charles 

Bradiaugh and Annie Besam. In this 

wIh. if??” P“ blish£r * Charl « 

a P ™ CUted as the publisher of 

b,rlh “"■"I bv an 

■“Ch-rk * H 
active wAr" 

for twemy-five years, determined 
with AmiLe Ikrs an[L lo make a 
on the legriity of lslL ,j n g Knowkon^i 
book. I-hey therefore prepared an edition 
Of it, and informed [he police of the date 
of publication and ihe pta« of intended 
distribution. They were duly arrested and 
first tried at the Guildhall, [hen at the 
Old Bailey, and finally at the High Court 
ci-Juititx,. before -Lurjj Chief Justice 
Codtbum. who demolished the prosecu¬ 
tion's case. Annie Besune had presented 
a clear rase for the desirability of 
disseminating contraceptive knowledge 
uniting ihe poor, while Bradkugh argued 
the legal issues. Ii is interesting to re¬ 
flect that ihe Royal Commission Dn 
Population made the same plea near’y 
three'quarters of ■ ceniury later, 

The Bradlaugh-Besmit trial was it' 
tendeJ hv huge publicity and expired 
widespread public <liscus*fon. 

■ Th.rr h*i Inn rro 

[ui s 13,1 il-vfkMMni oi birth cwilrtt. 
in Anwnc, ri v. n. Jut .. ... 

f’t tin ftcifMliM. h«,Mrl n,„’i "STI H^ijcer 

|J-lr civirn, >nd *[»n.1hff V/TT of 

ihe link bcinrtn |hr iSkrfisJm AH-J Mp 3 Iwi ian 


publicity was ajsistcd hy tfi* 

—tht* ume fuccrwful—by tfir 
of old Edward Tturiwc, | 
pub liiher of Dr. Dry da 
this instance, he was med for 
Robcn Dale Owen’; btril 
pamphlet cnttrlcd Fkyt * 

the first trial ihe iury dual 
sLanding out for acqumaL A | 
was therefore ordered and I 
True love was found guilty 
prison for four month- with J 
Me was also fined £50. 

This decision, coming 
Bridlaugh-Braam trial, cream 
dous outcry in liberal and rai 
acd an unsuccesriul j; :cmpt f 
get the Heme Secretary 10 T 
must have been general^ 
when Truelove reJe**gj 
be was met by a large i 
rejoicing and cricbratiuos ■ 

Indeed, although ' gml 
played hss pan in 
tnumph for radical^ 
cause of birth i 
effect was 
birth control pul 
accelerating 
Some writer- hcli«el 
Btadlaugh-Besant 
point in the rate of I 
and Thai ihe duwa«H|^^ 
is directly due lo mcreiS_ _ 
of contraceptive information. - ^ 

The Berneri-ZiiCca ria 
of 1950 

The England of I£77 was ready L 
the crystal I nation of opinion effected 1 
the Bradlaugb-Besam trial. Italy at i 
presenl moment is similarly ripe ftW l 
public discussion of conlraception, and I 
acquittal of our comrade*, Giciyatv. 
Berneri and Ce^arc Zaccaria, op a durj 
□f publish mg a birth ecmirol punpbl 
may well have a* powerful an rff«a 
From a social viewpoint, however, lhr*1 
recent trial is even more signiflcaoL Tfiel 
status of women in mid-Twentieth cmimT j 
Italy is perhaps even more backward tfijfl 
in this country seventy-five years ago. 
But the enslavement of ihc 
especially women —id the Rotnan 
Church is an even more 
clement of reaction. To have tfj> UJi 
lenged and defeated the MKtw&i** 
ranged against birth 
tremendous, as well ** * 4 ^ n ,,rtunitv 
achievement. It create* the 
for the social diffusion of i 

among the workers and p*""*’ 
vOmparable to that which the las« « > 

five vears has seen in this cpUDtfy- « 
may mark the emaocipa tiew oi “ pcup« 
from clerical ifiraldoni. and lay 

KVWS'gS* 

*■ d ™ir'3T a.'SSX'^K 

ter structure 1£> j nJ ;chism a 

po t fb,l™’ y p"j • “•<•!? ^ “ J 0,i " 
single mteffedtial 

, !idiral movement, and the 

^ On a former article we 

£■' ^Jown hms fterk ran be expected 
ihv pvhl-cal movements’ to make 
;!Tcr( the oppcrlumlT created bv toe 
“„Limar o* Gioi'anna Berneri and Ceare 
Ziccmn*. «nd press the spread of am- 
in»c^P t]VC knowledge. 

Jn J fitnl article. I shall chscuss the 
rt iden ng aspects of toe ability to dfvorce 
sexual in.ercourse from procrearron whJJi 
ihe social ditfui on of ronir 
makes pcjnble, 

t Sff the IJu, a 

VJ 'Ihrlcn Sfich. Orrar,, p . ‘ Slr 
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fzZr ""I Union Gangsterism 


LE, ihe two big natkwil 
American Federation of 
t and lie Congress of 
jwsaiiom [Cl-OO 
on the task ol Timing-up 
jfberdiag them into "'safe” 
I'geared to ibe mil 11 ary 
t *< the U.S. State Dept* 


Liiitra-unicn, strife can be 


This, subordination of 
4 ja. jbr ternem policy 
Ian i^pstlins.m has mean! 
■ fagr-pinst Communisi- 
r (nil icji-were exclusively 
of Moscow’s 


lidonv of control in 
The cause nf world 
Isirity h thus taking a 
pitkaj struggle within 
■ The bona fide, 
, non-politicsl union 


lOI'fill 


'HE 


[ESS 


>R ISNORANCE 


^anodi 4 ! 7 ] Tribune runs 
: headed "Know The 
ug iu own Toronto 
Ticulunt. One subject 
g term is: “From 
State. 1,1, 

J wrote r “Only ntur can 
I he full correctness of 
iu tzhiik he mercilessly 
■ absurdity of combining 
jkfeuu' and ‘State’. B hile 
there is no freedom, 
f freedom, there tri/i be no 


fi-tjj (Tfiron.t'O), April 1950- 


■IALTY OF BELIEF 


i month after her marriage 
l the ncace to a Protestant 
■b Lucille l.abrccque T 
^feCatholic. hanged her- 
i. St- Eugene College, at 
j^Thc suicide had been 
t mother, a devout 
lev. Lambert Collette, 
S-parish, that she-was 
11 the eyes of the 
\ and '‘’humiliation'' 
leath. 

Jalk will not be 
1 ground". It is jusl 
is much tdo vile to 
She has paid the 
* withduu in the 
benefits” of her 
into shunning her 
k marriage contracted 
, she it outlawed in 
who drove her to her 


fTruik Seeker (New Turk)* 

Feb. 1950. 


4PING THE SPUDS 


fliJion sniffs something rotten in 
■ week?. iL won’t be “in Denmark”. 

be closer than that. It will be 
,j Su the United States. 

Secretary- uf Agriculture is pre 
10 dump millions of bushels nf 
j potatoes whtch the government 
t buy under the Law to keep potato 
up. The dumping consists of re- 
ie [hem to the farmer for uses which 
ms in most cases to link more than 


action. 


tarv Brarman it is cheaper to 
rid of' pnlftoes this way thinjt ts 
I rise IT them for induct* u* kesak 
handling tmtieortau™ 

This he claims, Will add some 
i oOO to the original cost of uking 

cZZvn Seim.tM «*"" (U S * 


members are caught between the pincers 
ol the wamng extremes. 

Several C I O- affiliate unions, dubbed 
as commuoisi-controlled have recently 
been ousted by the C.1-0 National Execu¬ 
tive Board—the ‘democratic’" method 
employed in this expulsion being to revoke 
the charter of the dissident union, so« 
its press and union hall. The unions 
thus dealt with are; United Electrical 
Workers, third largest CT O. affine, 
United Office & Professional Workers, 
United Public Workers, Mine, Mill & 
Smeller Workers, and Food, Tobacco & 
Agricultural Workers of America, with 
three or four others scheduled for the 
“treatment". 

The Cannibals 

Also mirroring the political power- 
battle is the incessant “raiding"’ being 
conducted by unions upon each other’s 
membership “Raiding” or “Union 
Cannibalism' 1 —eating, up iimans—takes 
the form of disrupting, wrecking, pro 
moting secession and dual unionism, and 
often » waged by one union against a 
“sister*’ union, chartered by the same 
National Federation. 

To illustrate how ibis works in prac¬ 
tice : There is an association known as 
the Brotherhood, of Teamsters (A.F. of L.) 
a “union” composed of truck drivers, 
chauffeur* and warehousemen, which is, 
by all odds, the greatest strike-breaking, 
scabbing, “goon” organisation in business, 
Dan Tobin, National president of this 
million- strong outfit, is a shameless 
racketeer, whilst his Pacific Coast chief¬ 
tain is a ruthless gangster. “Beck’s Bad 
Boys” arc busting sn many strikes, crossing 
picket lines, raiding and beating-up 
members of rival unions, one wonders 
whether Dave Beck draws pay from the 
Chamber of Commerce in addition to his 
union salary. Concurrently receiving the 
attention of the Teamsters is the Inter¬ 
national Longshoremen’s & Warehouse¬ 
men's Union— C.I.G. affiliate. Harry 
Bridges, president of the latter union, 
is perhaps the biggest labour union 
figure on the Pacific Coast, bur because 
of suspected Communist Party association, 
his union is being left out on a limb by 
the C.l.O. National Executive. 

For the same reason the C.LO- takes 
no steps to aid Bridges in his trial at San 
Francisco, where the Federal Government 
is charging him with committing perjury 
at his Naturalisation hearing when he 
declared he was not and never was a 
Communist Party member. 

Regardks of whether Bridges is a party 
member or not, it is obvious he is a 
devout StaliniLt and because of his in¬ 
fluence among seaboard workers and the 
vital importance of the Pacific -waterfront 
in the coming clash with Russia, the 
State Dept, is putting in a big effort to 
convict him and thus give them grounds 
to deport him to his native country — 
Australia. . , 

So Dave Beck 1 5 raiding crew is being 
encouraged to raid Bridges Tncnt- Long¬ 
shoremen's A Warehousemen 1 !! Union, 
Other unions which have been given 
the “treatment” by the Teamsters are: 
United Electrical Workers (recently ex¬ 
pelled from CIO.), Aerc^Me chan ics. 
International Association of Machinists 
(LA M. Independent), and Retail Grocery 
Clerks (A.F.of L.). 

I have had personal experience of 
Teamsters' organised scabbing at the 
clothing Store where f am picketing for 
the C.LO- Dept, Store St Retail Clerks; 
here the Teamsters have loaned placards 
to the store proprietor to display outside 
his store, reading “We instruct A.F. of L- 
memhers to ignore this picket line as 
strike is unauthorised and Teamster^ and 
other services are being maintained. ' 

A close second to Beck for the honour 
of being the nation’s No. 1 strike-breaker 
and cannibal unionist is Harry Lundeberg. 
president of the Seafarers’ International 
Union (SJ.U.), who swung his outfit into 
action last year to break the strike of the 
Canadian Seamen's Union—a struggle 
which was played out in pores all over 
the world where Canadian ships happened 
to be at the time. History was made 


U.S. Labour 
Gets Beaten 
into Patriotic 


Shape 


ECHNICOLOUR 
fRANNY 

L LL of South AlricV. fi ' 50 “’ P " h l * dul ' 
i AMcun, Will phoiogrtf^ « 

State expense under 


in this strike when Lundeberg flew scab 
crews to foreipi ports to “replace” the 
striking Canadian Union mtur—first time 
scabs were air borne between countries. 
Lundeberg hoped to absorb the members 
of the Canadian Seamen’s Union under 
the pretext that he was warring against 
a Coammnist-infested union, but whilst 
he was successful with the aid of ship¬ 
owners and police in busting the sirikc 
and wrecking the union he drew a rebuff 
from the Canadian Trades & Labour 
Congress. 

The S.I.U. extends its ■“brotherhood” 
lo picket lines of Marine Cooks & 
Stewards CJ-O, CCwnrme-irifesied) & 
Marine Engineer’s Beneficial Association, 
C.1.0- 

On the Atlantic Coast, organised union 
racketeering, thuggery and discrimination 
against coloured union men is practised 
by Joe Ryan’s Internationa] Longshore¬ 
men’s Association, A.FX. (Ryan, presi¬ 
dent it elected for life) and joe Curran’s 
National Maritime Union, C-I-O — 
Curran, wartime Communist Party-liner, 
is now, with the aid of Court in 1 unctions 
and goons, purging Kremlin elements and 
others who dispute his reign. 


C.P, woo John L* Lewis 

Meanwhile, in complete and single- 
handed control of the nation’s mine- 
workers is John L. Lewis, whose United 
Minrwurkers of America 15 now in¬ 
dependent of both A-F- of L. and C.l.O, 
On hi 5 way up to his position as czar 
of the mineworkers, Lewis made ample 
ast of 5 trong-aim squads and to-day his 
“raiding” arm is District 50, the "catch¬ 
all 3 section for non-related industries. 

Sm&rting under the set-hack at the 
hands of the C-l-O- National Executive, 
the Communists arc now wooing Lewis, 
campaigning for aid 10 the miners, with 
gestures of solidarity, the suspected motive 
being to gain > charter in the United 
Mineworkers and perehioce persuade 
Lewis to form a third National Federation 
in opposition 10 both A.F. of L, and 
CIO. 

The employment of gangster techniques 
and methods in settling inter-union feuds 
is emphasized by tlw separate assassina¬ 
tion attempt last year on the lives of 
the Reuter brothers. Walter and Vioor, 
of the powerful Automobile Workers' 
Union — C.l.O-, the murder of a leading 
official named Lurye of rhe International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers L'nion, A.F. of 
L., where despite a big monetary reward 
put up by the Union, the killers were 
never apprehended: and the shooting, last 
vear of Thomas Mitchell, organising 
director of the Ohio Federation of Tele¬ 
phone Workers, who was shot through 
the window of Marion City hospital, 
where he was undergoing an operation 
for appendicitis- And Summer of last 
year saw the execution in Sing-Sing 
Frison, N-Y-. of two longshoremen, 
Sheridan and Dunn, for the murder of a 
stevedore named Heimz, m a case which 
focussed the tie-up between Longshore¬ 
men, Teamsters and hijacking racketeers. 

Same Effect as T.U.C. 

The union ethics of this Teamster chief, 
Dave Beck, is perhaps best exemplified 
by a statement he made upon The defeat 
of his “union” in an open ejection to 
decide whether his boys or the Aero- 
Mechanics Union should represent ihe 
workers as a bargaining agency m 
Boeings Aircraft Co- plant in Seattle, 
Wash, Said Beck, after a two to one 
uefeai by the I.A-M- uiv-on: Regardless 
of elections, the Teamsters will continue 
“organising" at Boeings' until their 


jurisdiction is recognised" 

And so with the employment of vastly 
different methods *nd measures the top 
American Union hierarchy have achieved 
the same objectives as the British Trade 
Union Congress, namely, the creation <st 
“safe”, “depen iibie” Labour Frails, 
dedicated to the semet of the foreign 
policy requirements of tbeir cap.talist 
masters, and against the cause of the 
Kremlin imperialists: the elimination nf 
any potential organised war-resistance and 
the rejection of *ov ideas 0 / world 
■working-class solidarity. 

By the hour, the Federal Government 
and “the legislatures of numerous Sines 
■re grinding out laws and curbs on the 
U-ommunist Parry and its fronts. Con- 
comiiamly, the process of coodmopint 
the minds of the people towards an 


acceptaoce of . the coming viaslt 
Russian nnpenaitsjc gees cc ajwce. 

Besides its current meaflmrs ag 
Stalinism, ihjs here Cah/oroia has «rf 
szrin gent Criminal Srodaluffi law** 
which are staiuiej. decrees, law s and 
lixnitaticm Against rwHuopoar* 
ganda and acocc. (1 have 1 copy f* 
terms of the California Criminal South' 
cahsm Law, also the New York Cna«—[ 
Anarchy Law.l California has long had 
a reputation /or brsng mtigh on labcur. 

A* a son of diversion, I have h«* 
compiling a In; of e*-C«miiujxi4t Party 
members npj feilew-travellers w!» 
now campaigning agairut Mosdjw"* 
Missionaries, and earning a Irving de^ 
nounong Joe's Place. The Jm o# 
people is so long if* neaify funny, 

D.VfcGL 
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THREE STRIKES 


'TAJTO long drawn out (trika—one in 
1 America, the other in France—have 
come 10 an end, the former in a victory 
for the workers demands, the Utter in 
defeat. 

The 1 DO-day Chrysler Corporation 
strike was the second longest in the 
history of the motor car industry. 
89j000 workers were involved in this 
strike in support of pensions and other 
demands, and it is estimated that the 
average loss of earnings per man through 
the strike was J 1,000 (£350). Their new 
contracts include provisions for “The right 
to retire on a maximum of SI Of! in 
monthly pensions (including social 
security) on reaching sixty-five and after 
completing twenty.five years of service. 
There was no pension clause in the old 
contract. The new provision meets thrii 
pre-strike demands-” 

The Union bosses have also gained 
something from the strike in that they 
have won a “dues check-ofF”, which in 
ordinary language means that the union 
dues of Chrysler employee* win be 
deduaed from their pay envelopes and 
handed over to the union. So the 
stranglehold an the workers is strength¬ 
ened all round. 


The French strike was at Clermont- 
Ferrand at the Michelin motor tyre 
factory- There, its 13,500 workers were 
involved in a Stoppage lasting over TWO 
months. According to the Manchester 
Guardian’s Paris curespondent (4/5/50), 
“T wo unions, the C-G-T. and the 
C.F.T.C., took the dedskm 10 end the 
strike because of the risk of being dis¬ 
credited as the result of a referendum of 
the workers that was planned for to-day. 
The referendum had been organised by the 
prefect of the department at the request 
of the workers and was made to him 
independently of the Strike cxnttmi [!«-" 

And all the workers got out of tbit 
strike was more misery and IS the M.G, 
correspondent points out “the problem of 
low wages . , . remains.” 

* 

As we go to press the first reports of 
a strike of Finland’s railwaymen have 
come to hand. 4,500 men are involved 
in this stoppage foe better pensions 
equivalent Id 66 per cent- of their wages- 
Apparently the Government ha* made a 
counter-offer of 60 per cent. 

The Government ha* retaliated by 
serving Army calling-up orders on those 
strikers (about 1,500; w ho are of mihtarv 
age. and ordered them under penalty of 
court-mania ] as mutineers to man their 
trains on army P*y But only 132 men 
reported for duty and they declared 'W-e 
will do any work you ask except drive 
trains.” The president of the Driven 
Union declared: “The Government can 
call us up but has no right kj make Vi 
run the trains. Under the ConslttuUOQ 
we have (he right 10 strike,” 

And the railwaymen, to protest at me 
calling-up, have stopped manning essent^ 
services- This i* certainly a strike which 
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atw population 


^Registration - 1 nopularion 

. Sur-jL 1 ?* SZ£ J 7 !.*»*• 


ition of 


UFhiLc pcqp* c , (jjcif 

■coloured non-African* D,lJ ' t L ,^L'’ cates. 


own phoLOgraphs except in ^^^-hiiHreP 

Every except Afr.cn duWfJ 

tinder IK and oilier children cm 
will have to carry identity cards wil ^ 
photographs and details of name, 
race classification. 

Thi* falls into three groups: Europ^kb, 
"Native and Coloured. 

The Bil] describe* a European it a 
person who looks like a European and ts 
generally accepted as such, but noi 
r person who, [hough he appears to be 
"European, i* gcn<&ally accepted as 
Coloured. 

A Native is a member of a race 
India‘nous to South Africa or genera|]y 
ac -p el ns such, A Coloured person is 
«-4*tu-p F.urn^r in nnr Nnl*w. 


The Workers Take Over 

■ . i a_ Lf:L> Inn* ol lh# mail 


"CHANCE OF A LIFETIME' 

I LEICESTER SQUARE THEATRE] 

B ernard miles. P r»duc«r *»>d di^tior. 

1 naw film “Chaoe# of a Ufatim*". 

hlvi^ luctllfvllr «nd •«" 1 

boitl* with tha meropfiHflie R*"l 
tiefl, h.i gi*,n vl - film cortudwr.bl* 

vodk 

The «*hibrief* refuted lh* film * ihowinq 
&p the gourds that * w*i bed bar 
-fFit#' hut Mil** ruceeisMlY eppe*i*d 'f 
aL, film Selection Ceremittee w ho ear, *-t- 
fere* th tieama eireudl »* *** • ^ wb,c 

l l mij cofli'der to h* worth whll*- 
th n, #t "Chanee of - Lifahme *« tur«d 
the oieo I ha I i** boi office *el * 
i* '-th-i bit of eyeweih that 
No-ene. Th. Fact .hat the 


Th- story deals pith the conflict bailee- 


d Ti to ... th * fllm W 

,V°".h.v had p.ota.tirgly 

riter they k. hi fid ihoif 


» iiory am* 11 »"-n *»p 

the owoer of a plough hl1 

wortert. -hick re-vhil 4 clue** 0 «» 

of the nm has bi*« sacked. 

The bon ehaflenges lh* m*n to Iry '«*- 
einq th. factory themiehe*. -h.eh they 
decide lo do. electing *.*cuti-« f™m 
their e-n ranks. With *o» vinci" 9 *»' 

thusiasm. the porters s*t down to the 

buiieess of metleg thair mentor, a socceis 
bid! after securing e lar^e order tor 
plough! from en other country they era 

th parted i« their experiment by a hostile 
bank manager and - meenfaetur.r wh v 
deliberately holds up delivery of steel la 
fry ifld rupi ih*m- ■It** 1 thi 

intarvantiom ol thaplr as-employar leap jn 
tympathy with the merj who threatens the 
maeufoclurer with publicity, the “ 

finally delivered- But the Iasi obstedo 
J fh* form of cencallalion of the 


It falls to Mil*! i&B* “f m * lr ‘ charec- 
t„j) to break th* n-wi to thi mee, -»d ‘ 


tars] to Of*aS in* nm-m ' 

• ikilfully handled scene he tells them that 


they 


firing 


.Utingly orTeVowinne c^«Tcy d'fficVltie*. and ih. In the 

motive bahi-MJ theis ___ f _j kanlruciew. product 




_ mad world which 
Iqfaret*s * situation -hare a country which 
badly naads ploughs cannot hav* them be¬ 
cause their money Is the wrong kind. 

But the main itrenqlh of lh# film perhaps 
lies <n tha authentic ch*factarli#tio.n of the 
workers and in th* situation which Seems 
as natural end ri#it as th* m*n themselves. 
Th* film aveidi any r* ( er#n>ee to political 
propaganda, but lh# handling of charecters 
and human problems convey a depth of 
synoathv end uederstandinq rarely seen in 
Irit'sh films, 

Th# shots, which were mainly lalan m 
n*> ral igrroutvdinos. at considerably 1-ss 
coat than most Elms. pcc^kU a realistic 
bach-round. ’"Chant* of a tHatim*' has 
homil and creative qualities sadly lading 
average American and Br,tish 


will doc lin krog foe alreadr lh ebe £rrt 
few divi porw ire idle and fwxl dh»- 
triburiOD it ■ stapistij.1. And tvtffl ibe 
trade unkni FccknUjen it prepared to rill 
a gcDcraf stnkc U the men’* deoaiida *re 


KEEPING JAPANESE 
UNDER CONTROL 

<r THE rrrtrrrnrsx iq occupied Japan i* 
indicated by the *evcruy of 
menu meted out to ihoie who defy the 
authority of MicAifiu'i foren. Early 
Thf* nwtiih s Tokyo court sentenced 12 
Japioese to three wart’ hard labour tor 
obstrutting a miliury teep during rccenc 
inii-Laratkm denvviuiritions would 

our “democrats” sit if iuch Lards 
seuiducw had beet; imposed by ibe Ger- 
mam in occupied France? 

it 


THE NEW INDIA 

T^/HAT a record of violence arm! 


accompanied the 
’"liberaikm'' of -India 1 ShL»:sr:g of 
dcn»cLstrator*, iropnsonjnenri wiihovc 
trial and ibe nvmnl of nullicrs of 
refugee* from PakisUn to India and nrr 
t-erra, continues at the behest of the new 
rulers who, many thought, w ntumi of 
similar irearroeiu by the British im- 
pcnaUit* would have been morr sensitive 
to the fundamental problem* of freedom 
and justice. 

An Associated Fres* report siatn that 
m the first four month* of this year the 
Ala dm* State police have <Jxji dead 67 
“Cframuiiisti” in about a dozen clashes 
mostly in Hyderabad and adjoining 
district!^ 

In East Bengal the number *f refugees 
number 970*000, in Test Bengal ] ^ZOiLGOO, 
whilst refugees are also entering Wc*j 
Parisian ai the rate of four thousand a 


BAD NEWS 

AND while ’'Corranwassiri' are being 
^ shoe down in Hyderabad, serious 
tltws come* pf the financial condition of 
The Nizam of Hyderabad who i* 
" 'olfi dally reported to be down to hi* Ira 
£30 million-"" We extend our heart fell 
sympathies in the Nizam and his 500 
dependent*. LRttrRuit 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT ENGLISH FARMING 


jr^URttUGHOUT ^corded history, the 
i jpoiate* of prisons, and ml so the 
-a^uUtioni o* * 1] r* untri «> ^ *>« n 
EKaligcd and rendered amenable 10 the 
Smi of those in power by a low stan¬ 
dard of diet. This is the key to the truth 
about the condition of English agriculture 
dumt£ the last century and the present, 
s nd the obvious answer to the enigma 
* i half-nourished population in a toun- 
^ that is one of the most fertile in the 

world. 

English farmers and countrymen in 
jcncral ate just beginning to seek for this 
jxuih and are finding it something of a 
"mystcr'-"'. In most cases, their interest 
onl* begins from about 1939 onwards, but 
there are a few men here and there who 
bare looked hack through the years to the 
planned control which began with the 

Enclosure Ad. . 

The period of social history which fol¬ 
lowed the Napoleonic Wars during the 
early years of the nineteenth century has 
i close parallel to its twentieth century 
counterpart. People lived in a state of semi- 
starvation during the Hungry Forties 
when England was overstocked with 
pTiLn, V believe that although our own 
agricultural production has fallen, that of 
rhe Empire has recorded a surplus. The 
beef and mutton is there but it is not on 
show because it has mostly gone into tins; 
it does not reach us owing to the “dollar 
shortage", l should say the planned 
shortage, for I believe that this dollar 
business is simply i conjuring trick- Food 
production in England has become a 
matter of statistics and sub-committces; 
we are paper-farmers to-day—the old- 
time farmers were not “educated" f but they 
had their feet firmly planted on the soil 
and never lost their grip on essentials. 
England has more waste land uncultivated 
and ungrazed than ary other European 
■country. As regards to grazing, we have 
downland and odd corners that would 
pasture animals ranging from ihe goat to 
the Highland steer. Germany is the 
criterion by which we shall eventually 
be judged—the story of the success of 
their farming policy since 1935, when 
they switched over to pig breeding 
has never been told* and their agricul¬ 
tural production since 1945 has been 
phenomenal in comparison 10 OUTS, I 
may be told that they import meat, or arc 
given meat, but even then [heir production 
of bacon and beef has been greater than 
wjrs, and we must remember that their 
soil cannot grow feeding-stuffs as easily 
as England's, Perhaps it Is only a 
question of the figures we have been 
given when we think in terms of our 
meat production, for did not English 


farmers fay, as far back as the early 
months of I94d, that they could give a 
weekly meat ration of neatly four pounds 
per head to our hunpy population? These 
figures were published in the centre 
pages of The Farmer and Stock-Breeder 
and therefore passed through the hands 
of the editor or through the editorial 
office and were regarded by neither as 
incongruous. What is the truth about it 
all? 

The truth is wc have not only suffered 
a monetary devaluation bus have also 
been “de-farmed" 1 as a disciplinarian (or 
totalitarian) measure. The Germans had 
their butteries* period early in the Nazi 
regime, we are enjoying ours now, and the 
peak year of the Second Hungry Forties 
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was 194;, The Germans have preceded 
us in reaching a point in twentieth century 7 
planned economy and discipline that is 
ts treble ^ the maintenance of national 
unity and, of course, unfroien inter¬ 
national profit^ their reconstruction since 
1945 proves this, and so they are fed 
or energised. We are just beginning IP 
reach ihis point and food is slowly coming 
hack to us. By 1952, the year of the 
Second Great Exhibition* when we our¬ 
selves must be a shining advertisement to 
foreign visitors* we shall have a ring in 
our voices again. If you accuse me of 
fantasy in this short examination of the 
truth about F.nglish farming; I refer you 
to that straight-seeing, straight-speaking 
English countryman, William Cobbett; he 


revealed the political situation and its 
implication to agriculture to his genera¬ 
tion. his “little magazine", his journal, 
rang truth in contrast to the popular 
press of his day. 

^ E. J. Rogers, 


II HAH I] It** OPINIONS 


INTERNATIONA L 
CONGRESS 

The publication of translations 
of the resolutions of the Iplcr. 
national Anarchist ConRress will 
be resumed in our next issue. 


Violence. Ends and Means 


Dfar Friends* 

I was very glad to read the report 
of the contribution of the delegate from 
German-speaking Switzerland to the dis¬ 
cussion on violence at the Internaiional 
Conference. I should like to make a few 
observations on this. 

How can violence fail in the course of 
a large-scale revolt to lead Anarchists and 
followers either to subordination or 
extinction? In view of the fact that Com¬ 
munists and like political revolutionaries 
would be only too quick to seize the 
opportunity of taking the lead, it w’ould 
seem of first importance that Anarchists 
should be clearly distinguishable in their 
part in such a struggle. For in so far 
as they differ from Communists and 
others by disclaiming seizure of power as 
their ultimate aim, the whole character 
of their response to the revolutionary 
situation may be said in a sense to be 
sacrificial—that is to say, their acts are 


t 

committed on behalf of everyone (in¬ 
cluding ki the final analysis even those 
whose frustrations have gone so deep as 
to turn them into opponents), like the acts 
of the Indian Satyagrahi demonstrating 
against the principle of umouchabiiity. 

The degree of opposition to be en¬ 
countered cannot truly be measured in 
purely class and military terms, but one 
must take into account the psychological 
factors of sympathetic response or other¬ 
wise of all those sections of the com¬ 
munity whose interests are not in extreme 
conflict with militant groups. Richard 
Gregg’s The Technique of Non-Violence 
contains many striking examples of this 
response, even among police, to the be¬ 
haviour of non-violent resistors in India, 
and indeed elsewhere. The majority of 
people may have thought their way 
through little more than the outer surface 
of social relations and political problems 
generally, but they have a more or less 



ABC OF AUTHORITY 

{Continued) 

is for Need for Work instead of Authority. Useful work is essential for 
happiness. Adlerian psychologists say this is because a worth-while job is the means 
to admiration in others and faith in onesdf, and thus an objective sense of power, 
which is the natural compensation for a sense of inferiority in babyhood. Other 
psychologists say it is because a good job fulfils one’s creative insunct. Quakers, 
Doukhnbors and some other religious people think it has something to do with God. 
Whatever the true explanation, it is widely observed that happiness and self-confidence 
arise from a sense of being socially useful. Bui the Authoritarian educational and 
industrial system seeks to make workers docile, reducing them to a “sub-human 
condition of intellectual irresponsibility, 1 ’ like cows being milked. 

O is for Organisation. The reader may be thinking that Knowledge, Leadership, 
Mutual Aid and the Need for Work are sufficient for primitive communities, but 
that Authority is necessary in highly-organised civilisations. Certainly highly-organised 
free societies must be different in structure from Authoritarian societies, just as 
buildings founded on granite must be different from buildings founded on mud. 
But there is nu reason why a free society should not be as highly-organised into 
voluntary groups and federations as contemporary society is organised into different 
degrees of Authority. 

(To be continued) D.R. 
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instinctive appreciation of decency and 
have reasonable resources of theur own in 
this respect. They can see the difference 
between conviction of truth, with its 
appropriate readiness to suffer ihe con¬ 
sequences without causing suffering to 
Others on the one hand; and cm the other, 
the determination to achieve political ob¬ 
jectives at all cost. In the U$e of violence, 
both opponents and others arc blinded 
to the justice that prompts it* thus 
creating more vigorous opposition. It is 
not so much a case of not turning people 
against an idea as making sure of draw¬ 
ing out ail the latent sympathetic response 
there may be. 

Bur this is easier said than done. It 
may be too much to ask of large masses 
of people acting spontaneously to think 
backwards through their future actions 
thus. White non-violence is often mis¬ 
takenly regarded as something merely 
passive and therefore weak, the technique 
of positive, active and one may say 
creative non-violence is likely to require 
much more self-discipline and training, 
both individually and in groups, than the 
haphazard use of a revolver or a handful of 
stones. Yet the exercise of non-violence 
has proved itself in other circumstances 
to be a source of socially creative energies, 
self-generating; the chances of success for 
completely unorganised and uncontrolled 
revolutionary activities are not glowing, 
vet the type of politico-military organisa¬ 
tion at which communist parties are 
adept must be repugnant to Anarchists- 
Non-vieknce as a technique surely 
deserves their most serious consideration 
as the only practical as well as morally 
acceptable alternative, where 50 many 
deep ethical problems are involved besides 
merely swapping fortunes in a class war. 

I should have thought non-violence was 
based upon just those principles of res¬ 
ponsible freedom and cultivated spon¬ 
taneity which are so intimately tied up 
with Anarchism as a way of Life. Ulti¬ 
mately it'is a question of relating means 
to ends. ; 

Davis S. Ballantyne. 


OVER THE PRISON WALL 


That recent convert front St*) ini* m, 

Ron.nl ZilliiOli, describe t OH +1 really 
exhilarating* 1 the “honest" admririo,, of 
ji high-up Jugoslav Ccmmiumst that 
"Wt nuit Ir until admit that in the 
£oci*liat State* we have put yet solved 
the problem of freedom." But the anti- 
Communist mcatur** of the dtmue- 
riiL'ie*—to »} not lung of their sedition 
Act, and iSB'i a Ad 39AWihow 
clearly enough that neither has the 
democratic stale mbfi that problem. 

Western citricn* do not become free 
because they can point to grosser 
tyranny in Russia and it* empire. The 
mirror of Russian conditions deludes 
the democracies into believing that free- 
dum exists in their own countries* but 
the idea of freedom under democratic 
forms of government is • myth. In 
fact, we are asked to judge life in f tump 
of more or Jen eniJneDienl. The 
oil ire ns of the well in-day are like Long¬ 
term prisoners} there are worse prison* 
than the one we arc serving our len¬ 
ience in. but we have come fo accept 
conditions in uur own as the eondifion* 
of life itself. The Governor persuade* 
ua to accept our condition# and even to 
defend them aginsist the more stringent 
prison behind the curtain. Thu* in the 
battle of words between East and Med 
we hare L-vmc to assume that the 
democratic way of life” is the same 
as freedom". 

A More Vi^hwi Idea of 
freedom 

lr is lime we begun |u |„ok over the 
wall! Oi our prison, began to think of 
h *«*' *»■. ^ our escape. 

** «*ed to r*-drh.« ra( Ulrrmai 

H<ud h *' pointed 

freed * ,n 

freedom and hWrir.* ”A man i« free. 
he ■» given hts lih eny. Freedom i. « 

* Bxinmtialtim. AlarxiiM a „d Anarchy. 

pp 21 mud 22. Freedom Press. 


personal al tribute I liberty is u civil 
right.” It i* time we gut away beyond 
the Idea that freedom means just 
Libtrly to act within 1 tie more or less 
narrow limits laid down h> this nr thot 
government. Such a conception* as 
Head points oul, is really unly a 
negative One. Freedom is also "|* posi¬ 
tive condition—specifically, freedom to 
create, freedom to become what one is. 
The word implies un obljgotium Free¬ 
dom is not a state of rest, of least 
resistance. It is u stole of uctiun, of 
projection, of felf-realixotion." 

The fubject is obviously an enormous 
one and can only be glanced at here. 
Uul even a cursory glance is enough lo 
point to the difference between self- 
reliant freedom to make lines' decisions 
in cummun with one'* fellows, and the 
liberty to follow a turf nous course be¬ 
tween the multiple regulation* and 
restrict ions of central and local govern¬ 
ment, with must decision* taken oul of 
one's bonds anyway. Then there is the 
mockery which economic hard ship* or 
simply the need In modify one'* eunduct 
in urdcr tu retain one's job, makes of 
Ihe idea uf responsible and sincere 
freedom of nation. 

The legalistic notl-Gommuniil mea¬ 
sures are unly tile latest of a whole 
series uf inroads on personal liberty* 
and its political and philosophical sofe- 
gujird*. The failure uf the libera is anil 
Ihe progressive* is not that they have 

accepted these measure*-uf|e,n enough 

they have done so with great reluctance. 
But their reluctance and their [|ualm* 
have not been hcei* enough to make 
the in reconsider the whole basis of their 
Idea of liken y mid freeduliu has not 
made them meunaidar their whole 
atlilude toward, the gov* rum ml of men 
hy man* towards the tyranny uf UU r 
cuoueniiic mode.. 

Freedom frt>ju Gtivcriiiueiir 

Evweilum can only be achieved 
men from 


cenlraliaed government and its instru¬ 
ment, the State- Hot governments do 
not obdicafe* nor willingly consent to 
their own overthrow. The present drive 
against the- Gommunivt* shuws how 

deep-or bow shallow—their principles 

go- Men may have freedom to bold 
w hut ever views they like-—until they 
begin tu threaten the security of the 
ItJlui yuo. And this due* not apply 
only to the Communists. Five year* 

agu* when this paper printed purely 
historical articles mi how soldiers, 
workers and peasants had in history 
formed council * tu carry un their own 
affair* and economic matter** its 

editor* were accused uf sedition and 

imprison ed T 

The ('omnium*1* are simply seeking 
the substitution uf one foray uf stale 
iur another, even mure repressive. Kin 
the similarities between governmental 
ttlelbuds all over the world are be¬ 
coming jus I as clear mi the difference* 
they so vociferously underline. The 
struggle between ihe democratic stale 
and Ihe Cimimumst fifth column is m ,l 
one involving principle, and if nnc has 
looked over the prison wall UM J Cl>n , 
rider* Ihe pussibi lilies nf escape* one 
CUIItioI feel very *tnmg!> ubuut it. 

The reul question is I are we forever 
going tu seek the mirage uf freedom 
within the confines of the state* when 
we know |hat it i* the state which is 
itself the denial uf freedom? Are we 
forever going on thinking in terms of 
patriotism instead of in lerni* of hunnifi 
bring* ihe world Over? Or are we going 
to seek in good earnest t,, ml urge- the 
term I t*f our lives so that wr and liar 
fellows sun be free n> create. In realise 
human a-spiral inn 1 ? To |Ji» R u require* 

■ hill we throw H-tl the nir„i ( ,I .hackles 
of the state as ihe necessary preliminary 
rn throw,,, g off the material and ad¬ 
ministrative restriction* rh»i a*nd in 
Ihe way of (he idea uf positive freedom. 

***'“ Pruiiais, London, I*. I. pvt hi I shea hr b 


FREEDOM 

^ Out and I haut ♦ 

dost box me lx 


1 REMEMBER ri-jJing* 

1 ncwspsiF^r adveruspoi 
‘Saturday Bargrin 
that U Vr, PesiiteiH** 
crease until the Bishop 
Smahcotfi Bo.,. 
claims rtcumtii week after 
expense of The Fftiiai 
Naturally mystified by ™ 
the meamng ol portae*** J 
meant a refined y for all ills. 

So it was like xs-chch 
friend: wheo, in the pag* 

Duff's book, TAri Human 1 
Joanna again. She ^ ivi h 
phefori bo/fi ixtu Muidfed^ 

ItraileJ in pfroports toVifffl 
dieted that, a 1 ihe tige ofj 
would g.lee birth in the «cui 
Lin nearing that jge, i 
and when,,on ihe 
women 'and dactoir rihe M 
be* pregnant , - the: <P 
luuk solemnly at CM 
wag-^TV-eJ* for this 
aeAueETciiKir. “Dl* 

IJlRx and 11 silver ffl 
with the wc^ls ffa#, 
of Sqriwi! enure 
no child c*fne. I ^n dj 

mortem examinaiioo’_ 

had suffered mcrelllr frgH 
wind-'' 

There art ' i^day d| 

Id American 

one in 'tiugJand, and twffi 
a 1 tv. "in I.ns Angdes.. 
box was (uite Lipencd {withtHja 
clergy), ihe results wctb dfip 
but, we are assured, h 
box 

We pride ourselves on'sed 
ihe pretenrions and tlys dclug 
poltliciit Joanna^, and an 

ibe panaCL'as locked up m 
tricks are, vxhen e^ammod fi 
day, just as ineffective its 
English virgin. In fact, th*j^ 
like the contents of Pan ' 
menace more easily rd| 
eradicated. The credulous -"jj 
ihji war, pesitlencc and 
ended bv si combination of 
Marshall Pt^n, Export 
Government and Western LtuO) 
evidence of com on sense #ndg 
against them, and they will 1 
as foolish us ih.: Panacea Spd^j 
But, especially since we 
absurdity of other peopM^ 
an earthly paradise, wc mwi 
to avoid elevating our pwr j 
status of universal rL-mrdnj| 
according to our iviiipefiMj 
of view, regard the 
system, or the .iuatnrnl£dl| 
dom, or workers’ ConCnaHf 
1 1 he rtari a n educatiq^^r 

living, or the end of reh(_ 
particularly important fn 
a free society but wc would 
ourselves and others if we' 1 ! 
any ot these things wouU(^ 
miracubus effect that their moi 
gant advocates claim for them* 
central aim of anarchism, the 
all authority. Or more positive!^! 
affirmation of complete fredoni* if "nol 
end, but a beginning. The more [ ri 
ahoui it the more sure I become th 
anarchism is not only the negation 
authority, but the negation of ism 
Life is so big and so complex that b a 
no more be confined in a inn than I 
Joanna Southcott’s box. We must ru 
let our sensible and positive ideas becol 
so inflated that they end up m an excel 
of wind- 

_ C.j 
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